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of Special __ 

with ailcM«i Internal toiiuity * 4, 
• dated January U, 1942, #d«*tUfllft 
report rooitac an UUmM with 


at (u|«U| Xaahugtosdaring the last 
tteahlngtoa atata legislators and asked him to seen*# ft SSfly 

*« ^ fa. 

nndi stated 
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•f a propoaed bill vhift 
parlors, which bill ataltasd <Ti 
da «i roue of ••owing a copy of 
also, that Hr. H0U22H stated thstsubja* 
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ftOw Mii( caoduattd In tho Baited 
iacUs* fto trial bogus on *hy J 9 
Tfund at tbo offloo of the ftoited 
State* Attorney COEBALD D, fillft and ypsglal Agent 
tie aoLCts declared that h*4W not kw?wtu*tta 

at GlyapU t Htaungton, although ha <u wall 
pfiattiul. BOLDS* was apoclfloally 
/represented oithar tha Appease* consul at Seat 
Aacoeiatiaa* and h la reolr was in tha aagatLfe r< 
questions. 8o insisted that bo kn«J| 
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mat irtii wM«a 



_ HtorUi oln M^lai of blU»| and tbit 

___iHd Mn t)M on$ lattvidanl gwU 

In via ot IAm iktiMati, AanUtant Qnltod 9UUa Attorney KZU 4 ' 
emuod ROLDBt fra further partlaipntloe In tho trial, Thla fatUftUf 
Miumd at ApmlMUl/ 2 jOO p.m, on Kay 4# 1942* 
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pnrthar p rfw o m tornado to tho w pw t of dpaotal 
ot Soattlo datod February S t 1942 MAltlod 

with allaaao* iM having tho mho ohorMtor oo tho' _ 

abovo, In tho r tport of Fttannr 2, 1942 gpoatal A|«A^^t«l forth 
an intorvioo with• —ttlo« Wa abtngtoa on page 10, At 
approadnatoly S«QQ p. m, on Mar tl 1942flfl^A talnphnnldaily advload 
4«otal i|«alfHKttat ho had Jut boonvuitod at hit Soattlo offlo* 
by AS8LSI KOiJW, who* ho bad known for a motor of yaara, Ro dealarotf 
Inform* hin that ho mm making a niotako in appearing 
trial ao. a witn ooo for tho Ghitod Rtatoo gnvarnnuit. HOLDS* 
doolarS3~farther tbatMHBwao an lnnooant mao and that ho had long boon 
a fflood of hia. Aa Z remit of bit oooviotiooo, R0U9RI at*tod that ha 
bad voluntarily gom to tho of flat of tho dafonao eonaeol, aftor baring 
boon interviewed by tho Departmant of JuiiM, In ardor to offvhU 
aorvlooa In any. way that ho night for tho dafonao, Ro wrgodfl^ttto do 
likowloo. 
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•pprojtfaetdy fifty feiUptaM 

Urging hi* not lo testify for tho 
to volanto«r bio cervioo* to tho defeaet* 
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At apprcude ntolr Ti OO J>«n* on May T» 1942i 
gpeelal AcoatBMptbot SOOT bod uUO 
tend had deolared to Ua that morrthlAg tho gc 
in tho n/ of foot ooM»«rnin^|IB0^ropr«o«DUtioc of tho 
Japaneee oeoeulate vat trne, and that ho know of nio o«n knowledge that 
It no true* Ho deolared to that ho had boon wall aware ofP 
lobbying aotivitioo for tho Japaneee eooadate bofora tho ir«ohioftice~W( 
leglolaturo at OXyopla* Kaahington, hot that “all boll mid frtoco over 
boforo X would oo toottfy in bobalf of tho Jnotiee Dopariooot N . ft will 
bo notod at thlo point that the goTomsont'o cast bad boon practically 
oonploted at thl o Ujm, and that tho witneaiaa* in lino with tho report* 
of Special Agent thlo oaao f had torfc iflod without dorlatlon 

from tho iatorvlowo with Special Agent «w«pt to ante their oU&e* 

neats won dear and wore damaging to tho defendant insofar ae 
oootation of the Japanese oemulate woo 


> / ♦ 



A, 1942 BOUOfili appeared in the trial aa a wltneM for tho 


ho hAd boon well acquaint#* with tho dofendmfl^l^Pihm tho latter wao 
in Olywpi** fasfaing b«u app arently doing a little loBj ylngf tha t ho had 
eOkOdlitte defendant MBB|wboa ho represented end that MMA hedtold. 
hin he represented theJamaeso Agoeetotico of Beettitej that no hadaaked 
tho def endantjU^Lf be represented tho Japaneee cooed* and that - 
■had denied ho r e pres ented the Japanese eoaeulj that bo wao onOr 
WlWifwt*** orthe japanedooiety of Mattie sad faed been it e p4d v .* 
oOW^iiy '-for three ymari^^bW he )udbd*pimtt*d«lftstn «a 
ihe japsneee cooed on onerobe ooseeioiji**' end that ae late ao- 19AG W;'• 7; 
reofloed 4 gift of |*0 at Qhfiotme tin* ftta the Japaneee oooeul. It 
will tit note d at thi e point that the dofOoo* U ooateading that the 
aonleo whlehU^^reealved, according to bU ledger eet> for forvieoe 
rendered to tho mad* word not to roooltod hut rather were ^fcfte* 
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Oo mwiMi rraolnattoQj whioh wo* conducted by Assistant United 
States Attorney U1B PCMJttOt#SOLDI* adaltted that bo bad been known'la -V 
Mettle ae "BAUZAI* WHIM, end that BAH SAX woo e Japanese obeer whioh 
night bo tronelatod ao a long lkvo the HO p er or *! that he bad wade a trip f 

to Japan in 1931 at tho appease of tho Japan Society of Seattle, emng 
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m 12, 19U2 
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otter*] that he had published an Rnglieh language periodical with * 
Senate outlook entit led "OriaDtilJb itXook* to 1PJ2 or IPJJj that te fate 
mplojod tte tetetetHaWplw ee o mta r y to Ida «ten te waa 
IS\C* executive eepretary ortho japan Sooiety of SeatUej that tte aaaterafalp 
& of tha japan Society of Seattle «w approrlaately tee-third Japan***, 
and that tte JapanaM consul maiding In Seattle had elwaye boon a 
prailnant of floor In tte organisation* In addition to tte abort state- 
aantt on oroas-a xavlnatlan. BDtW adtettad that ha fate bate initthrJLeved 
by Speoial Agent Johans « January 10, lSk^^^anled 

affirmatively aafl veh—s oOr that he had ever Informed that 

ha thought thatfl||0ttrepres«nted tte Japanoaa cental. 



Seattle newspaperman praaant at tte trial adyiaed Spaniel 
Aga&t^^lPand Aeslatant United State* Attorney HQZ that 80L08B no te 
eottm maet&onaiy Republican oho had lad tte America Pint Oosw&ttee In 
lta campaigns In eastern Watelngten, and that In aocmeotlon with this 
writ ha had aade a laotur^tou^^te atata of Washington at hie are 
exponas. Spaolal Agent Seattle ha* advised that while 

he oaa in Spokane ea a reel dent agent and on oooaalona, SOUBBf hid written 
editorial# In the Spokiaaan-Raviav, the aubatanee of ahloh was that tte 
P.B.Z. waa an organisation ahloh read* a good oaa* every too or five year# 
and than raated on lta laurels. 
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and wote* ham aggravated bin and that te !a 
SOLDI* altter for per July or for d< 
this eonMOtlte, It will bo noted thatj 
to tte Beam* held Bivuicn in tte 
nation he furnished has boon furnished 

hta ote ftdanoao will b o kept, it tall te _ _ __ 

adaltted In 0 raoaoo fti&frteg BOMBS'» testimony,: 
tteb of callin g BDLUB te a witness and vaa unaware ' 

that te had any eoaneotLon with tte earn until muSooi voluntarily appeared 
In his offloa and offered his aarvloaa a* a defense vltneee on Bay fa* I9fa2 


that BOUB»*a tetlons 
proaeaut Ion of 
Registration Ant. in 
teen Of aMlatam 

i ted that tte infer- 
* and accordingly 
that daftete 



vary truly yours, 
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AMASD 


H. B. PLSfQBXR 
Speolil Agent in Charge 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director 



97-1344 



Zfleberal (Bureau ai Jtrru estimation 
Unit eft States department of Hustire 
Hjfaslimgton, i. I. 

May 28, 1942 


Special Agent in Charge 
Seattle, Washington 


Ret 
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Jfelde 


Ashley 'Elder Holden 
Perjury 


Dear Sir: 


Information submitted in your letter of May 12, 1942, con¬ 
cerning this individual's activities has been carefully reviewed. 

I feel that this matter should be very carefully and completely 
Investigated, and an effort made to secure evidence of a perjury 
violation on the part of Holden. Consideration should also be 
given to the possibility that he has beej^uiltj^f subornation 
of perjury in attempting to pereuadeflHHH^J^and others to 
change th eir testimony. It; is desirecRna^n^persona who called 
^■■■Surging that he not testify for the government be identified 
a^^Hterviewed. statements should be taken from them regarding *' 
their reasons for calling him and specific inquiries should be made 
to find out whethe^Holden was in any way responsible for their 
contact withM^B 


Jtrla 

AID 


)fi c ' 


I want to be ismediately advised whether Special Agent 
notes, prepared at the time he talked to Holden, are 
a till, contained in the Seattle file and' to knonr^whether they might 
be of value in corroborating his testimony regarding the statements 
made to him by Holden. If you are dependent an^007as an Informant 
and do not desire to uncover him, you are free to exercise your own 
Judgment in the matter. However, if you are willing to uncover the 
informant, you are to press this matter vigorously. 


Jrl D 
JrlC. 


Very truly yours. 
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junn ISOeAK HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



3tct»eral (Bureau of Inuefftigntwu 

United States department of Uuatire 

SJosijmjjtmi, 3L C- 

June 26, 1942 
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Special Agent in Charge 
Seattle, Washington 

Res 

PERJURY 


Jr 

ASHESff ELDER HOLDER 


Dear Sirs 


It is desired that you advise the Bureau what 
action has been taken and what action is contemplated 
in connection with the Bureaus letter of May 28, 1942, 
captioned as above. 


Very truly yours, 






407 U* S. Court House 
Seattle, Washington 


*Oj r6 ,1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of LnreeUgatloa 
Washington, D« C. 

SCI ASHLEI BLDSS HOLD® 

PEwasr 


Dear Siri 


Refereaee it aide to Bureau letters dated Hay 28 and June 26, 1942 
on the captioned indirlttaal. 




proeras In the Washington State Legislature. An 

■■Ma this oofiftectio^h^Sfieolal Agent)_ 

EurcHxc* reflects that^HHP^a in posseai 

sons «f the Ceaaudst Party Inspired candidates for public effloe In the 
of Wsehington, which is set obtainable iron any other source. 


Jt/K* 


of 
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k^ 


Jr 

Jr} ^ 


hie other 
further. 




is a witness In a 
deprive thla office of 
tke of thla rttww any 



The Bureau's letUr of Hay 28, 1942 further requested 
■Ode If possible into the means for the taLs phraa sails mi 

attsapting to paraoada hln not to testify in thsWWB^&ss. _ _ 

rsluotsnt to furnish the naaos of thsss Individuals for the reason that, aa la 
the BOLCSS ease, ha wishes to stay behind the aoeaa. Be bas Indioated, bower*r 
that these calls oaao frcn parsons who had elo ao oconeoU pas with the defendant 
in that case or pegg oae closely affiliated rltMMUifass counsel. & 
will be noted thstHMHjMDwss defended attorney in this 

city who la reputed to h avwrs p r e ssqt ed tbs Is^sna presently r ep r e s ents 
labor unions in Seattle. also represented by) 

AU INFORMAT ION COKTA&iED]^^^^^ / 
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Director 


July 6, 1942 





who ie reputed to have considerable influence la the Seattle Bar and who. 

Bar Association 
the Washington 


it will be noted, 
eoMbiae* 
Association and 




With reference to Special 
taken on January 10, 1942, please be 
are presently part of the Seattle Vile 


note* on flOUMW 
hare been retained 


fed and -:;H$ 


The Seattle Field Bivi#ion, is nresantly conducting ineeffe&atloa S***. V3 
earning SOLDSN'e pact aotivitiee inSatbtie and In Spokane* As soon'ee'sn^fl^- • 
elect lnfotwation is gathered, a report will be submitted on this indlvidoal* 

Very truly yours. 


H« B. FLETCHER 
Speoial Agent in Charge 
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Origin 


SEATTLE 


File Mo. 100-3690 


Report iiiade At 
Seattle, Washington 


Title 7/1/42 

JAPAN SOCIETY OF SEATTLE; 

THE AUXILIARY TO THE JAPaN SOCIETY OF 
■ SEATTLE 


Date Made 

Period 

Repor^tedeBj^^^^^ 

7/3/42 , 

4/7i6/22,23, 

26,29.30; 

HHW 


kl 


Charaater of Case 

INTERNAL SECURITY - J 


Synopsis of Facts: 


Japan Society of Seattle organized by 
^HBat instigation of then Consul HIROISHI 
slfflu in 1923, incorporated in the state of 
Washington in 1929. Purpose 'tof Society was to 
promote friendly relations between U, S. and 
Japan and to diffuse among the American people 
a more accurate knowledge of the people of 
Japan.' 1 Towards this end Society sponsored 
dinners to visiting Japanese dignitaries, 
students-and also sponsored art exhibits, 
scholarships and essay contest on Japanese 
topics. Society in past in a non-public 
manner fought the Exclusion Act of 1924 and 
spread some Japanese propaganda. ASHLEY E. 
HOLDEN, presently a subject of investigation by 
tne Seattle Field Division, w<*s the leader in 
the latter work, Society's membership was one- 
third Japanese, being treaty merchants, pro¬ 
minent resident aliens and members of the 
consulate staff. Remaining two-third member¬ 
ship were white U. S. citizens prominent in 
e^ort-import, banking, legal, educational 
and social circles in Seattle, Auxiliary 
composed of women interested in Society's 
aims and w..s formed as a sub-division of the 
Society in Soptember 1935* Only qualification 
for manbership in either branch was sympatl^y 
with purpose of organization as described 
above, In December 1941 the Executive Committee 
of the Society voted to accept the resignations 
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Copies: 

5. - Bureau 5 - Seattle (1 - 

1 - ONI, Seattle Seattle file 

2 - G 2, Seattle 100-10186) 

1 - San Francisco, Los Angeles, 

Portland, San Diego, New York. 
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of all Japanese alien members (which had not 
previously been submitted by the individuals), 
suspend operations for the duration and invest 
the remaining funds of the Society in U. S. 
war bonds. Brief chronological history of Society, 
including relationship with Societies in other 
cities in the U. S., England and Japan, set forth 
as obtained from a review of the Society's records. 
Membership list, library index and by-laws of 
organization obt ained and placed in file of Seattle 
Field Divii 



prominent within StJCieiy, were 
rWviewecT but "could provide no info mat ion addi¬ 
tional to that found in-the records or set forth 
above. Such affiliation with other Societies as 
ascertained sot forth. 


Jr ? C- 
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Reference: 


Bureau letter to Seattle dated June 8, 1942. 
(Bureau file 100-74277). 

Details: 


Investigation in instant Cc.se is predicated upon the reference 
letter and also upon numerous letters addressed to the Bureau, to the 
Seattle Field Division, and of ca rbon copies of letters addressecjjtp, 
numerou^governmenta^aeencies byi 

Washingtoft^^JPU^^^p, .1 11 11 li ters to this 
orgari^atBn^^^^^^as the Department of State, Department of Interior 
and Offices of Naval and Military Intelligence and the Seattle press, 
has long contended that the Japan Society of Seattle is either wittingly 
or unwittingly an agency of the Japanese government for the purpose of 
propaganda and assistance in espionage. 




at hi 
which 
alleg< 


OHM 

ctions concern 


On April 7, 1942 the writer personally interviewed^_ 

^nd examined the numerous documentary pieces of evidence 
_____ has referred to in his correspondence as proof of his 
concerning the subject organization. jfr'1 

In an ujtoroiov^which lasted nearly four hours, the writer 
ascertained thatHMU^^H^iac^i^sDecific information which would be 
proof of his allegatrans^^HHm^^files consistof numerous 
newspaper clippings from SeattT^papersand from publications 
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in the lumber, fish and boat industries dating from 1907 to 1925, all 
concerning Janangs^infiltration into the west coast areas and industries 
therein, ^(HBB^^^doe^no^Dosses^anj^nfomation other than these 
clippings (many of which j none of which 

are more recent than 1925, except for a copy of the membership list of 
the su bject organi zation in Seattle for .the year 19V). An examinat ion 

sings reveale d 1 i i| 1 

Svars y* c6 .B8WMflha 

_iate*^ ahcThis "conten tion t h a^jiie has been tM. cbi$f jMlgegMgj§fifcf 
iSneee ifnmigrat’iorT'appears t d' , wP^up£&rfced by his fil£|>" The files j 
fitrther reflect th-t members of the 
staunchest adversaries during, the pe 1 



it/ 1 ftwreoe’en hi^. 


■which the files cover 


> 




'ollow ine the interviews with_ 

__the details of wJucn mu. oe set rortn later 

in this report, tlie~wrffer was permitted by these three gentlemen, who 
are prominent in the Society, to examine the complete records of the 
subject organization. These records are presently in a vault sealed 
in the Pa cific National B ank, Second and Marion, Seattle, Washington. 


assured the writer that the records would not be again 
the end of hostilities between Japan and the United States, 


jed until 



H 


The Seattle Field Division has in its filed from the afore¬ 
mentioned records a copy of the certificate of organization of the Japan 
Society of Seattle, This certificate contains' the by-laws of the 
Society, and from, thou the following information has been extracted. 

Purpose of the Organization 

"The purpose of the Society is to promote friendly relations 
between the United States and Japan and to diffuse among the American 
people a more accurate knowledge of the people of Japan, their aims, 
ideals, arts, sciences, industries and economic conditions. All persons 
in sympathy with this object may become members of the society." 

Types of Membership 

(A) Resident members — "Are those who live in or do business 
in or within fifty miles of the city of Seattle. The initiation fee 
for this type of membership is $15 and ucs are $12 per year, 11 

(B) Non-resident members — "Are those who do not live in 
or do business within fifty m i l os of the city of Seattle. There was 
no initiation feo for these members and their dues were $5 per year". 

(it will be noted that most of these members resided within the state 
of Ashing ton,) 
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(C) Life members -— M Are those who shall pay $200 upon 
election to membership and shall pay no further fees**.' 

(D) Honorary members — "Are those elected by unanimous vote 

of the trustees. They shall pay no dues and shell have all the privileges 
of the Society excepting that of holding office." 

(£) patrons — "Are those persons who have contributed $1,000 
or more to the Society at one time." (The records of the Society fail 
to reflect that it had any patrons.) 

Offioes 

(h) "The offices shall be a president, four vice presidents, 
a secretary and a treasurer, who together with eight other members known 
as trustees shall constitute the Executive Committee of the Society." 

The offices were elected annually by ballot at the January annual meet¬ 
ing of the Society. 

(B) The total number of trustees shall be 25, including the 
officers. The trustees held office for three years. The duties of the 
officers were those usual to the duties of any elected group of corporate 
officials. 


gosHaitfceee 

(A) The Financial Committee consisted of three members, and 
its duties were to pass on the expenditures and investments of the 
organization, as well as to prepare a budget for the Society in coopera¬ 
tion with its treasurer. 

(B) The Membership Committee consisted of three members who 
assisted tne secretary in all matters relating to application for mem¬ 
bership and who solicited members. 

(C) The Publication and Information Committee consisted of 
three members who assisted in the publication of the Society's monthly 
bulletin and in the publication of information of interest to the 
Society or to the public concerning the Society's activities. 

(D) The Committee on Entertainment, Literature and Art was 
not described in the by-laws, although the same provided for such a 
committee. However, the records of the Society reflected that at various 
times committees were appointed for the purpose of conducting lectures, 
debates, essay contests, various art exhibits and also for the enter¬ 
tainment, reception and touring of visiting dignitaries and students from 
Japan. 
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All of the above committees were appointed from the membership 
of the Executive Committee. 

Meetings of the Society 

The by-laws provided that the Society should hold an annual 
meeting on the third Wednesday in January of each year., or at a date 
close to, <-nd tho.t this should be a general meeting of the entire 
membership of the Society. It Wo.s also provided by the by-laws that such 
meetings of the Society could be called at any time by two weeks written 
notice to the membership by the Executive Committeo. The records of the 
organization reflect that there were no general meetings of the Society 
at any time since its organization in 1923 excepting the general meeting 
in January of each year which was the occasion- of an annual formal dinner. 
The Executive Committee of the organization met fortnightly at some 
Seattle hotel or club. The by-laws further provided for the usual order 
of business at tne respective types of meetings. 

Elections and Membership 

The by-laws provided that an applicant for membership must be 
proposed by one nember and seconded by another. Following such nomina¬ 
tion the member was voted upon by the Executive Committee. One black ball 
in five defeated the candidate, and if he were twice rejected his name 
could not then be submitted again. The records of tne organization failed 
to reflect that c.ny applicant for membership w*.s ever rejected. 

The by-laws further provided that the Executive Committee 
could cancel for cause the election of any member by giving him a two 
weeks written notice and an opportunity to be heard. The records do 
not reflect that any member was so ejected from the Society. A member 
could also be dropped because of a three months delinquency in payment 
of dues. 


It will be noted here that the writer obtained an official 
copy of the membership list of this organization for the year 1941. In¬ 
asmuch as there was no annual meeting in 1942, this is the last official 
membership list. 


A review of the membership list referred to above reflects 
that in 1941 the Society had a total of 143 members, of whom 33 were 
members of the Jtipcmese race. An examination of this membership list 
reflects that the Japanese members with but few exceptions were treaty 
merchants in the United States as managers of prominent Japanese inter¬ 
national business houses such as the Mitsuibishi, Mitsui, MYK Steamship 
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Lines, OSK Steamship Lines, Yokohama and Sumitomo Specie Banks. The 
remaining maabers were white citizens of the United States, who for the 
most part were affiliated with the Japanese in promot ion of Inte rnational 
trade. The more prominent members, such as 

had been elected directors of the two Japanese banka and were attorneys 
for most of the Japanese firms. The other white members were connected 
with railroads, steamship lines, insurance companies, timber companies, 
export and import companies of all types, members of port authorities, 
banks having international branches and communication companies having 
international branches. 


An amendment was made to the by-laws set forth in brief above 
in 1934 which provided for Firm Memberships. At this latter date the 
Society was not in good financial condition, and in ordor to promote 
memberships an amendment was made providing that a firm might take out 
a membership at the reduced rate of $10 per year for one representative, 
$9 a year for two representatives, $8 a year for three representatives 
and $7 a year 'for five or more memberships in the Society. The holders 
of those Pirn Memberships aa of December 1, 1941 were as follows: 


The Chicago, Milwaukee, St, Paul and Pacific Railroad Co. 
Douglas Fir Export Company. 

Great Northern Railway Company, 

Imperial Japanese Consulate. 

Metropolitan Building Company. 

National Bank of Commerce. 

Northern Pacific Railway Company. 

Union Pacific System. 

Yamashita Shipping Company. 


Prior to this date Firm Memberships had been held by the 
Yokohama Specie Bank, the Sumitomo Specie Bank, Mitsuibishi and Company, 
Mitsui Company, NYK Steamship Lines and other Japanese firms. 


Other members of the Societ, 
above were prominent professors i n th 

Unive rsity of Washington, such as__ 

‘^Twho is the subject of Seattle file 100-8021. 


outside of the classes set forth 
J, ar 2astern DepartmentJof the 



Prominent Japanese subjects of investigation by the Seattle 
Field Diviaiwyjd^^^i not fall within the above general classifications 
were subject of Seattle fil 

subject o" Seattle file 100-1898 
Seattle f' 


hen __ 

Attorney General. 


ered interned by the 

I was apprehended December 8, 1941, and although 
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his internment was strongly recommended by the United States Attorney 
and the hearing board at Seattle, Washington, he is presently^^paigle 
under orders of the Attorney General at Spokane, 'Washington. ^ 
subject of Seattle file 100-2606, was apprehended December 8, 1941, and 
being a United States citizen was tried and acquitted May 13, 1942 on 
the charge of violation of the Registration Act of 1917. He is presently 
in the evacuee camp at Puyallup, Washington. 


Nothing in the records or by-laws of tne Seattle Japan Society 
reflects that this organization was officially connected with any of 
the other Japan Societies in existence. However, the Seattle Japan Society 
in its records claimed the credit of having organized the Japan Society 
in Portland, Oregon and in Vancouver, B. C. 


In 1935 when of Seattle was president the Society 

made an effort to orgaru^ra^R^the Japan Socieities into an inter- 
natioj^^^^anlzation. This movement, according to the records, originated 
with^U^ond from the correspondence in the files tne following infor¬ 
mation was obtained concerning other Japan Societies, It will again be 
noted that this information is all secured from letters dated in the 
spring of 1935, <-nd since there is no more recent information its present 
value cannot be definitely ascertained. 


At Boston, Massachusetts 




The Japan Society of Boston, Massach usetts was locat ed at 4 4 
School Street, Its officers at that tim^were^ 

president; 

by. The organization in Boston was formed in 



/, and^^^^Bin a letter stated that there were few Japanese 

business houseman Boston; that the Society in Boston was purely a cul¬ 
tural group, and that it did not desire to affiliate "with other Japan 
Societies because it felt that its interests were scholarly rather than 
commercial. 


At New York. N. Y . 


The Japan Society of New }topj^wa^fomide^^^W07 and incor¬ 
porated in j^3Jj_It3^3ecretary who at that time 

resided at^H^^^m^m^pHU^P^pNewYork. The offices of the 
organization were located at 36 W. 44th Street, New fork City. This Society 
maintained a paid secretary and advised that it had a membership of almost 
700 individuals in 1935. The Nov/ York Society Was accustomed to bear the 
expenses of publication of a book on Japan, usually written by a Japanese, 
approximately once in every three years. It solicited tne other Japan 
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Societies and Oriental departments of universities throughout the United 
States to purchuse copies of these books. The New York Society was the 
model upon which the Seattle and other Japan Societies were founded, and 
its by-laws were reportedly the some us those of the subject organization. 

At Chicago. Illinois 






c 


The Japan-American Society, Inc. of Chicago w»s founded on a 
non-spe cified date som etime in the 1920's . Its president was an attorney, 

___ Chicago, in 1935. It stated 

its aims were the s-me as tnose or the subject organization, and it was 
interested in international affiliation. 



At New Orleans. Louisiana 


The Jap an Societ 
president was 
New Orleans, 


Orleans was found ed in 1929, a nd its 
►ho resided at| 

Louisiana. It was interested in international afrT^Hfion 
and described itself as having approximately the same by-laws as the 
subject organization. 



At San Francisco, California 





The Japan Society of San r'rancisco wa3 founded in 1905, was 
incorporated under the laws of the state of California, and its head¬ 
quarters were the Fairmount Ho tel^Sur^rancisco. Its executive secre- 
was Its presi dent in 1935 was 

One of its directors 

was a | 


At Portland. Oregon 



The Nippon Society of Portland was organized in 1928 at the 
instigation of qfficers_o^^u|^egt j ^>rganization at Seattle . Its first 
was aPortland. 

Its meeting p^c^^jfa^th^Pm^land Chumbero^Commerc^^and its president 
was 


At Vancouver, B. C . 

The Japan Society of Vancouver was formed in 1928 at the insti¬ 
gation of the officers of the subject organization. Its offices were 
^Ca^^^^A-106, Th^&y^n^Building, Vancouver, and its president was 
^while^jj^J^^HjjHfeas secretary. 


. /.Nfc 


- 8 - 







c 


c 


II 


‘1 ■ 
t 

w'. . * 




c 


At London, England 

The Japan Societv^fl^ndor^Englanc^jas formed in 1392 and its 
secretary in 1935 v/asThe organization's 
address was 22 Ruasen^j fflW^MR^ Tc^^It will be noted that 

_fin replying *935 stated that his 

^rganTzaTTon was interested in international affiliation, and further ad¬ 
vised that it was supported principally by financial gifts from visiting 
Japanese dignitaries in London. 


At Tokyo, Japan 



The American and Japan Society of Tokyo was incorporated under 
the laws of Japan in 1917. There was no correspondence from this organi¬ 
zation reflecting its precise address or its office. However, records of 
the Executive Committee's meeting of the subject organization for April 
14, 1939 reflect that the Tokyo Society made an offer to all of the Japan 
Societies to visit Japan in January 1940 and to participate in the cele¬ 
bration of the 2600th anniversary of the founding of the Japanese Empire. 
The Tokyo Society further offered to pay all expanses of three represen¬ 
tatives from e<-ch of the Societies in the United States and members of the 
families on « tour of approximately three months duration in Japan and 
Manchukuo. The Seattle Society accepted this invitation but had not des¬ 
ignated the members who should represent it when the Tokyo Society 
cancelled its invitation on November 10, 1939. 





-*• 
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!!» 





It will be noted that with the exception of the Boston Society, 
mentioned above, all of the other Japan Societies indicated that their 
by-laws and the purpose of their organization was identical to that of the 
subject organization. It was further noted that the Societies at San 
Francisco, Portland, New York, Chicago, Vancouver and Tokyo were employing 
in 1935 full-time paid secretaries. It was also noted that membership in 
San Francisco was more e^qpensive than membership in Seattle, a life mem¬ 
bership being Valued at $500 and budget memberships were offered whereby 
an individual member «igbt contribute as much as $120 a year to the 
Society as a charitable gift. The Portland Society's membership rules 
approximated those of the Seattle Society with the exception of the fact 
that a life membership was valued at $250.. 

History of the Japan Society of Seattle 

The following brief suonury of the history of the Japan Society 
was obtained from the writer's perusal of the minutes of the Executive 
Committee meetings and gener al membership meeting; which it has been noted 
before are in the custody of of the Pacific 

First National Bank. 
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An organizational meeting of the 
at the R=*inier Club, Seattle^i^3, 1923. 

Seattle, and 

^^S^presentwere «.s follows: 


subject organization was held 
The meeting was Cs-lled by 
Vlas elected temporary ch-irman. 




The formation of the Society compar able to th^t existent 

New York at the time was urged by)_ _ 

"at length" by Consul SalTO. It was docided to form such a society and 
by-laws of almost exactly the s^me wording set forth in an earlier part 
of this report were adopted. It will be noted that outside of the Consul, I 

^and HOLDEN, all of those present were I 

affiliated with J^panose-Araeric^n banks, steamship companies or export- 
import companies in one way or anotner. Some of these men arc now deceased. 
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Subsequently on August 9, 1923, the organization was put on a 
permanent basis and a charter was obtained. Consul SAITO almost at once 
departed for New York where he became Consul General. It will be here noted 
thut^Bhe latter stages in his career S*JT0 became ambassador to Great 
Britain and finally ambassador to the United States from Japan. While in 
this position he died, and his ashes were escorted to Tokyo by the United 
States cruiser Astoria. 


The Society immediately following his departure from Seattle 
elected him an honorary life member, and it ’will be noted here that 
every Japanese ambassador to the United States, every American ambassador 
to Japan and every departing Japanese consul from Seattle, t-s well as 
every manager of a Japanese company who had any length of membership in 
the Society w-s elected an honorary life member, but the membership 
records of the organization do not reflect their membership. 




k. 





The first officers elected were president, 
vice_president, the Japanese consul 1 
third vice president 


was decided at this first meeting the 
officio always be the first vice president of the organization, and this 
resolution Was always followed. 


The Society tnen established a commercial library, and an index 
of those books has been received and is on file in the Seattle Field 
Division, It will be noted here that most of these books concern social, 
economic and cultural, as well as commercial conditions in Japan, and by 
far the largest percentage of them, though in English, were printed in 
Tokyo, It will also be noted that most of these books wore gifts of the 
Japanese consul. When the organization suspended its activities in March 
1942 this library Was given to the University of Washington for use and 
safekeeping for the duration, A review of the titles fails to re flect that 
the books contained subversive matter, although^^^^^m^and^| 
now admit that ,robably they contained very subtle propaganda through the 
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absence of declaratory propaganda. 

It will be noted here that in its infancy the Society was not 
sufficiently strong in membership or iii funds to carry out its purposes. 
Accordingly, it received an offer from the Thursday Club to use its head¬ 
quarters in the Stuart Building# Seattle, its secretary and its telephone 
for the purposes of the Japan Society. Throughout the history of the 
Society it received financial aid and cooperation from the Thursday 
Club. 


if 


Jtr^ 


It will be noted here that extensive investigation hoS been 
connoted of the Thursday Club by the Seattle Field Division and also by 
MB This investigation reflects that the Thursday Club was an organi¬ 
zation of Japanese treaty merchants meeting together with the consul of 
Japan for luncheon on each Thursday to discuss current events at home and 
business conditions in Seattle. Despite the use of all types of investi¬ 
gation, there has been no evidence of subversive activity by the Thursday 
Club. 


The Executive Committee of the Society for the first two years 
met weekly, and its minutes reflect that the Society usually discussed 
business affairs affecting the individuals present, receptions for visit¬ 
ing Japanese dignitaries and contributions to Japanese disasters, such as 
the earthquake at Yokohama in 1923 and the hurricane in Tokyo in 1927= 





_L923 the Society employed a paid assistant secre¬ 
tary, at $100 per month. The Society sent congratula¬ 

tions to^J^^esen^Etperor of Japan when ha Was Prince Regent on the 
occasion of his wedding January 26, 1924. On February 5, 1924 it decided 
in a non-public manner to oppose the Exclusion Act of 1924 and to solicit 
other Japan Societies to do likewise. In this connection its records 
reflect th at it so advised then Secretary of State HUGHES, and it will be 
noted that 


On March 4, 1924 the Society Was approached by the Japan Tourist 
Bureau, official government agency of Japan, to act as an agent in 
" Seattle. The Society appointed a committee to consider this step, and 

final action taken thereon Was to notify the travel agencies in Seattle 
generally, such as steamship companies, hotels, etc., that if there were 
* ; any questions which the latter were unable to answer concerning travel 

conditions, outlines of tours or expenses in Japan, it would be glad to 
handle the Some and to obtain the infomution if it did not already possess 
it through the Japanese consul. The organization continued to do this work 
throughout its existence, although its records do not reflect tnat thc-re 
was much activity in this line outside of the years 1929 to 1933 when 

* t 
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ASHLEY HOLDEW was an active paid secretary. 

Later in 1924. the Society protested to the Labor Department the 
manner in which the U* S. Immigration and Naturalization Service at 
Seattle treated Japanese aliens. It also solicited the Seattle Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce to oppose the Exclusion Act, Later in this same period 
its individual members campaigned for citizens of Seattle to write their 
congressmen and oppose this act. In furtherance of this same program* 
the Society bore the expense of printing political propaganda opposing 
the act. On June 17, 1924 the Society voted to publish a monthly bulletin 
for the edification of its members, which bulletin should contain a 
summary of current events, topics and person items concerning the member¬ 
ship of the Society. 


t.hflllK r 

O- 



At the^^^^jer 21 meeting in 1924 the Society's Executive 
Committee underJHUplirection considerec^h^ant^JaD^Tese propaganda 
then being published in the Seattle Star It was 

decided to quietly approach the members of tn^^^^^t^wn^wei^^Mhrertisers 
in the newspaper and assert pressure for the exclusion art¬ 

icles. Moreover, when this latter move failed, the then publisher of the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer were invited to luncheon and ultimately were 
induced to join the organization, and thus the aid of this paper was 
secured fighting anti-Japanese stories. 


The Soci ety voted t ^f^anc^U^^upport th^O^^t^L Survey 
conducted by which 

made under the auspTce^o^TneRockefeHe^fom^ation for International 
Peace, 



On May 4, 1925 the Society secured for its membership, which 
generally had been receiving nothing but contacts, their first issues of 
the "Asahigraph", a monthly pictorial published by the Japanese newspaper 
"Asahi". This was secured at a reduced rate of ^2 through the influence 
of the Japanese consul, and either it or a similar pictorial Was furnished 
to tne members throughout the remaining active existence of the Society. 




At this time also, at the request of Japanese Consul^^^HL the 
Society appointed a committee to assist the consul in handling d^rwult 
problems affecting Japanese aliens who were res idents of the state of 
Washington. The members of this an internee and 

subject of Seattle file 100-14B1, und^UH^^^bjec^TO 1 Seattle file 
10Q-1S96, who has been referred to above. 


The Society sponsored a Japanese play which resulted in a deficit 
in 1925. On October 19, 1925 the Society formally objected to articles 
appearing in tne Seattle Times entitled "The Race War in the Pacific". 
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On November 2, 1925 ASHLEY .HOLDEN, the secretary of the^ organization, 
was made correspondent for an international Biglish periodical published 
in Tokyo entitled "Japan* 1 . 


In 1929 tne Society began operations which led to its peak, 
according to its records. It had adopted a budget which called for \ 

expenditure of approximately 410,000 a year and employed ASHLEY E. HOLDEN, \ 
subject of Seattle file 100-10186, as a full time secretary at a salary 1 
of 43600 per year. Subsequently HOLDEN'S salary was raised to 4375 per 
month. The Society took a new suite of offices at 811 Skinner Building, 
Seattle, and employed a part-time secretary to assist HOIiDtfri.at^a-salai 
of 4100 a mon th. This par t-time secretary was |~ 

the latter person being 



ice is also made to HOIDEN 


jject of 
in the case entitled 


Internal Security - J, Registration Act", Seattle origin. 


The budget of the Society called for an expenditure of between 
41000 and 42000 for luncheons which would be the occasion pf entertaining 
visiting Japanese dignitaries -nd students. The printing costs of pub¬ 
lications issued by the Society rose to $1000. Under HOLDEN'S direction 
as executive secretary the Society became very active. It entertained 
Japanese naval officers, Japanese statesmen passing through Seattle, 
Japanese scientists, lecturers, authors, dancers and officials of govern¬ 
ment agencies of Japan. On each occasion a formal luncheon or dinner would 
be arranged whereby citizens prominent in Seattle life would make speeches 
of welcome and visiting Japanese and the Japanese consul would respond. 

The most outstanding occasiors of this nature were the dinner welcoming 
visiting Ambassador DEBUCHI and the Japanese delegation en route to the 
London arms Reduction Conference in 1929. 


HOLDEN actively worked from 1929 to 1934. for a revision of 
immigration ^wstoadmi^JaDanese on a quota basis. Ih’this work he was 
assisted by of Son Francisco, whose precise address 

^ is not known^^roffl^rurtne^wrote articles for the Seattle papers con- i 
cerning conditions in Japan, corresponded with the Institute for Pacific 
Relations and traveled throughout the west coa 3 t and to Washington, D. C. 
as an active paid lobbyist for membership, Japanese-American trade and 
cultural relations. He made great efforts to have Representative ALBERT 
JOHNSON of Washington introduce in Congress bills favorable to Japanese 
trade and immigration but he met with negative results, HOLDEN spoke before 
Chambers of Commerce and international associations, and at times his 
expense account would equal his Salary per month. 


In 1931 HOLDEN made a trip to Japan of three months duration 
and traveled over 5000 miles, according to his own report, through Japan 
and Manchuria, He Was entertained by the Japanese premier, Baron WAtCATSAKI, 
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and Forsign Minister Baron .SHIDEHARA, in addition to other Japanese public \ 
officials and members of the Diet. Upon returning he spoke for almost 
ninety consecutive nights at various places on the west coast. He stated 
that the Japansse-Chinese situation at that time was very intense "with 
the Japanese restraining themselves under the most trying circumstances". \ 
He stated that there would be no war but that it would be necessary for 
the Japanese to take "punitive protective measures", 1 

At tne end of this trip, however, when HGIDEN returned to balance 
the books of the Society for the first time in its existence, it enjoyed / 

a deficit of almost $600. The Executive Committee met and discussed ways 
and means to cure this deficit, and finally on October 31, 1932 HOLDEN 
suddenly res ijyied. The cause of his resignati on does not appear in the 
records, advised the writer privately \ 

that H0LD5N' sworCTia^DeB^^ffl^^Kze^o^The Society in most instances, ' 
and that he had drawn money from the Society's funds to pay his expenses 
to Japan and back, and that the Society had dismissed him. It Was the 
contention of the above two men that HOLDEN had far exceeded his authority, 
particularly as regarded unauthorized expenditures of Society funds. It 
was the opinion of these two men further that HOIDEN had tried to build 
himself into an international figure through the medium of this Society. 

In 1932 the records reflect that in order to aid the Society 
the Thursday Club was contributing $100 per month to its financial support. 
The Society was at this time beginning to receive voluminous literature 
from the Department of Foreign Affairs at Tokyo concerning the Manchurian 
incident. It distributed this to such of its members as evidenced an 
interest. 



Throughout the 1930's the Society annually entertained the 
visiting Japanese naval squadrons and visiting students from Japan, The 
January 14, 1935 minutes reflect that the Society invited then president 
of the China Club to a meeting at which the China incident was to be dis¬ 
cussed, but voted confidentially not to permit him to speak. 


)n c- 


In September 1935 the organization formed the ladies' auxiliary 
wnich had the same general purposes as the Society and became a separate 
part of the Society, and which was composed primarily of white women 
teachers and thei r pupils from tne University of V/ashington. Its officers 
in 1941-1 942^ were I 


_ie Seattle 

Field Division is a complete copy oi' the auxiliary 

in its files. The auxiliary's Cush is included in the funds of the Society, 
and its personal property, gifts of the Japanese government consisting of 
tea sets, tapestries and dolls, were stored in the home of the Japanese 
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consul. The officers are presently trying to obtain these items to give 
them to the University of Washington. 

The auxiliary met five times per year to conduct the following: 


(1) A flower show 

(2) A boys festival 

(3) A girls festival 

(4) An art exhibit 

(5) A social meeting 


All of these meetings took the form of teas and were usually 
held at the Hotel Edmond Meany in the University District, Seattle, 
Washington. 


In 1935 Prince I YES* TO T0KUGA-7A, a member of the American Japan 
Society of Tokyo, appeared in Seattle and made a speech concerning inter¬ 
national relations. The Society voted to distribute at its expense a 
thousand copies of the Prince’s speech throughout the Seattle area, but 
not one of these was to be found in the records of the organization. 


In 1939 ^HHUI^I^Bbegan to supply the Society with 
entertainment, decoratTon^andpropaganda from the Kokuaai Bunka Shin- 
kokai (The Societ^foi^l^^jnational Relations at Tokyo^ 

October 18, 1940flim|R advised the Society that| 

referred to above^wa^on^of the three men from the United States Invited 
to attend the 2600th ann^ersary celebration at Tokyo at the expense of 
the Imperial family. stated that this was a signal honor and had 

been conferrec^pon on^^^ individuals in the entire world. At the 
suggestion of 4HH the Society drafted a two-page resolut ion congratulating 

fSSSy i 


icusai nunxa onin- 

yx^^^jan^^^n 


the Imperi al famil y and the Elnpire which was tendered tofltfA for delivery 
at Tokyo. activities are too well covered in th^^port referred 

to above concernffig him to be recited here. 


The officers elected for 1941 wore 1 

__ )er 1941 

ty, cfeing in gooa xananc:^r^5BTO.ion, voted to purchase a $500 
U. S, defense bond but not to publicize its purchase. No reason was given 
for the latter instructions in its records, but according to interviews 
conducted later it appeared that the white members wore fearful less such 
purchase offend the Japanese members of the organization. 



On December 8, 1941 the Executive Committee had an emergency 
meeting at the Hotel Rainier, at which time it was decided to accept the 
resignations of all J-panese alien members. Such resignations had not 
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previously been tendered acco rding to the records. The officers resigned, 
and a committee consisting of 

Kwas appointed to di 5 pose”ol the "soci 

in custody. Accordingly, the personal property of the Society 
was sold, and the funds combined with the amount of money in the treasury 
permitted the purchase of U. S. war bonds totaling $3000. These bonds 
were placed in a blocked account under the direction of the Federal Reserve 
Bank, They are to be so held until the end of the war when it will be 
the duty of the life members of the Society to property distribute the 


assets unless the organization is re-formed. 


_ _ _ _ _ Jwere all inter¬ 
viewed and stated that they had formed the club and had been members of 
it purely to protect and foster their business interests with Japanese 
clients. Any further information they provided was only repetitious 
of that set forth above. 


/P' 
if' 


jync. 


informant 
history o 



pointed out that he is the son 
that he had offered to explain to 
Society many times prior to December 


H 


Lonfidential 
the entire 
941. 



stated that he had been advised at the New 
Washington Hotel, Washington, D. C. on December 4, 1941 that war between 
the United States and Japan was imminent. He stated he had received 
thig information who had just returned from the 

Japanese Snbassy and wn ^^^^^ ^ffne^geclared he was returning by plane to 
Seattle to be interned, declared that this w&s the only information 

concerning subversive actT^^ that had ever come to his attention, and 
that he had not divulged it to anyone prior to his interview with reporting 
agent June 22, 1942 because he had at all times believed that the U. S, 
State Department was well aware of tne situation and was well prepared for 
war. 



o 




e Japan 
d been a 
had been 

anxious to assist the United States he Was in a position to secure much 
infomati^^^^^-ning the Sumitomo Bank and Japanese finance,'but to his 
kpowledge^^^^Jhud never made any efforts in that direction and was 
apparently well satisfied with the account. 


but that i 


"sucked in" 


It will be further noted tnat aside from the activities of the 
Society set forth above, it did a considerable amount of charity work 
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such as sponsoring scholarships for students at tne University of 
Washington '3 Far Eastern Department and the placing of beds in children's 
hospitals. 


conta cted for information concerning this organization, 

e^Tnat 


had volunteered to furnish information it 
ranted investigation or a file. 


but stated that although 
had not felt the Society 

Confidential informants gg and ^gwere interviewed and stated 
that the leaders of the Japan Society among the white group were men of 
outstanding c haracter and reputation in the community . These i nfor mants 

Deln^^eaH^TTeacITn^citxzens, and not only in their 
professions but also in civic enterprise. It will be noted that all of 
these men have their biography contained in the 1942 issue of "Who's 
Who". 


Confidential inforraunt ^^^stated that he had been a member of 
the Society for many years at its expense inasmuch as the Society was 
desirous of obtaining some social publi city newspaper on the 

occasion of their annual banquet. ^ggstated that the men referred to 
above and the white leaders of the^^pam Society generally were interested 
in the Society first because of its business associations with J&punese 
clients, and second because they apparently enjoyed the social contact 
with the Japanese and occasionally the American diplomatic corps. 


Confidential informantj_ 

Japanese consulate, declared th&^TEh.ous Japanese consuls "whom he 
known had stated to him privately that they had never used the Society 


for espionage but that it had been useful in an "innocei 


nocentlvnic 
sulg g 
bly the most 


nice" sort of 
whom the 
active 


way for the distribution of subtle propaganda. Com 

Seattle Field Division references reflect was probably _ 

Japanese consul in espionage and propaganda work, once stated toB^Pth&t 
he Was very fortunate to have such a large group of prominent "fish" who 
were willing to aid him in receiving Japanese dignitaries and helping 
him to put on a front for the consulate. 


- CLOSED - 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFO&iANTS 




Confidential informants mentioned in this report are as follows 




Washington. 


is AssistcJit United States Attorney GERALD HILE, Seattle, 


m 

Washii 


_ [is Assistant United States Attorney GERALD SHUCKLIN, 

Seattle, Washington. 
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junn tu^Art nuvv«t 
DIRECTOR 



97-1344 


r f 

JKc&cral Surrau of Jfnt»siigtu..m 
J3rtiie& states Apartment of Justice 
33aost|mgtan, B. <E. 

July 14, 1942 


Special Agent in Charge 
Seattle, Washington 


Re s 


y 

ASHLEY ELDER HOLDEN 
PERJURY 


Dear Sirj 


It is desired that you immediately acknowledge 
the Bureau's letters of May 28th and June 26, 1942, 


Very truly yours, 





John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ '- 












Seattle, Washington 
August 1, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


RE: AS : ?LEY ELDER HOLDEN 
Internal Security - J 
Perjury 


Dear Sir: 

Referenoe ie made to Bureau letter of July 14, 1942 
in the above captioned matter which requests that the Seattle 
Field Division immediately acknowledge the Bureau*8 letters 
of May 28 and June 26, 1942. 

The Bureau is referred to letter from the Seattle 
office to the Bureau dated July 6, 1942, which responds to 


the aforementioned letters, 
this 'individual/' 


A report is being submitted on 


Very truly yours. 


H. B. FLETCHER /^ 
Special Agent ia^harge 


B3G.HB ' 









r 



v J . 

material^rhave.be' 

, .. ^ . come ‘-increasingly di/fic\iife v io 

f ?^ ek cure and of late It haffi 

hid tiering coh phT , moat* Imp otelb] e * to ge cure id 

attilf ictent \ quanUfcy, to ; <dkeep i;,a 1 
large crew at'World F^lo^y.'rat* 
tng tfl very * necessary^and-at^Gei- 


bulldlM* tratieff : J WopKi&i T _„ 
working flCI 

weeli : knd ibis * 1 
Was hirtder^:^ 

Written in a dn sorptive); aentl- 
mental style, r ^^t5r$ v *-qdoted 
soldiers as 'm'akmg jstidh\ remiftks' 


as: 


■****-*, 


ger F$,d.iuf'pHSHt^'S’-'iiA: 


“IV(©n ttrecOmlng In her© every 
■day 1 aria Vio| plAce'-’t iiApirt " 1 thern,' 
willing end eager'to Work Without! 
H*lt J -rtf,' thtert* tMTO. *?$»«, 


5 


"’tjiikjentot high enough to get 
ub qdlfelf delivery on- ■ all ('; diat&ri- 
dis, af'd'dh two oocAaloti^ 'during 
the short life Of, ^he Gfeige^ Rfc 
contract we*l£&ve dome 
to iieWg' OhtU'ely oor i>T' toiu^ Sw, , 
•sotoWof’ Ihe^other tdathrUlsr iUltS- ' 



VfM 

All! Nf* t >P av.T (OM C-OiSlTA INE D 

H’cRSIN iS UNCLASSIFIED -J 
date Mam BY 5fl3RLnr>/ 
Logf^r 4 
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Federal Bureau of InmHgfrtio 

JUL 1 71942 

BATTLE. WASHINGTON^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ft ' ' 

Form No* 1 

TH rs CASE ORIGINATED AT 

■REPORT MADE AT 


Trruc 


UHLKT ELDER HOLDS! 


-Seattle, 


DATE WHEN 



FILE NO. 


loo-naa* 


. J1EEQST MAPSEY_ 


CHARACTER OF CASH 


M-lc. 


Internal Sooturitj - J 

.. 

ftrjsjy 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTSi 


dobjort It polUloal Filter of dpeki 
fterlcr, Spokane* Voahlngton, dally neoaptper, 
and ra iapaaehed by the geremaeat mhlle 
fTT *** in the eau «a- 

UUodVHBlHHi BegUtraUnn Art - 
Intenaa l fl e oM liy U). 11 Seattle origim 
■KmUmi eebjert efceted to hLi a firm 
nTaTlre of the D* S . Pmertaaea t of furtioe 
including tbo ?BZ« mandftadrlnd 
the oabjort hae lengeeen a atorqrzlgurt la 
Baehlngtoa polities and nmep&par airelea* 
Record* of Japan Sooloty of Seattle refloat 
the rtbjert mao attire a* aeoreiarjr firn ltO 


pnc. 

Jlr 2 



t ( 4r 
’ .{'i ' 


aBTOBKUSt tetter to fern dated Jngoet 1, 19U (B«rwi file 97*1344) 


APPROVED AND 
FOR WARPED: 


OpgClaL A&ikt 

inOuMi 


DO NOT WHITE JN THESE SPACES 


/(ju yfQ(tU> r 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


$-BtUTMU 
Lr-QMI Seattle 
2~02 
Ww 

L 


---- 


AU. INFORMATION 
HERE! 

DATE 


CONTAINED 



Jric . 
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doalarod that u * 
tte sffleo tf tki 


of hlo tonvioUan ho hod yolgatorUy goto W 

-* *fUr haotag bon ioimM hr ttw 

jMrhiLiivflwa to tho doftoopg I 



and ft] 
that Ma 

had toon mU 
oulato baforo tho 
hall mold frooao 


baforw bo 


At Osndk hd thot "•nil 
oo toot&Qr la bobalf of tho JaotJoa 






•OTpiolirt od with tho dafaadoob atm tho 1«IW WM Ift CftfWpUji 
A U tM o XobbQdJlgJ * H ho*. RSLIlRy had iltol 
^ahn tho 1 attar aaa hMvfti far and had bon iMod 

n HMMa«aiic tht flu t fci* JiiwBitt Uul ha 

■AIf ha mroontod tho f ayao — sand aid thatl 
HmrwMibtl«i that BdUKSM no n# of tho fmaa l or o of tho 
of 8aattt* aad had boon Ho paid aaar at air ftf tkn yaarsf 
00 gr o wom oUta in o«dh by tho fapaom aooawl m 


ftttUO) 



7$ 

r^i 

b-f rUj'ki ^ 



l ' . r 


V 



f 


Jr^ c 


ln<- 

m 




In oonaootloa with the mm entitled **Tbs Japan Moiety of Seattle* 


«t fill A00-3&90i tM nikr raimd kh» rworda if this ergaai- 

cation, ftti wwrti rsftmtodlhal the wbjwt tt&DBI n» nwamt at ths 



of ihi/ifM aniakr «iM on 

it wiil h« noted tM mm tf tM MsUtr in* *Uf promt* fttwafly 
relation* totaeoa the Mm SUM amt ftfia and to dUlM ««HC tM 
inailaao paoplo a nore asevrate knartUdgn °* tM peapla of Japan.* M Jtflr Mi 
1923, tho «t»ftlxiU«a was pemmaontly famed and tM eohjoah wo Stalled 
i«*nUi 7 t *4eh p w iiM M we Intel aod until Sweater 14* U tM liM 

of his initial aleetion* toewmr* SOLOES was sot a paid efflelal. 


TM Mnotoa of this arpnl sating non rev i o wi d by tM writer and 
tho following information eeaaernlng BQLPMT it tot forth mi taken from those 
elm toot 



fin Deeeator ) f 1 $2$ t mimx ooowrad tM appol nf o nV of | 
aa enriotant iw irtwy to Mg at a ealaqr of 1300 per a 
Xn 1924 tho Boolotf begaa is a «Ui fashion, through ita inflames and 
ftaanelal sejapert of ita for w h e re g to oppose tho malvaton *ot sontialaad 
la tho Xudgratlen tat of 1924. In ao nno o tloa with this work HbL&SI as 
seereUry oontsetod senator* and repreeertUtivw fro* tho weetem ftatae 
orglag that they veto against tho pannage of this let -a l«h would atop 
Japanese isalgntiwu 

0a rahmarp 20. tho Sediif was repeated! by tM JapeMO# 

STjrTy^JBoHSgn. 1 ..^r Rru mnz^ 

tM MMf did not agroo to ant as « ifM M did aatiiy aU M irwrai 
BaErasas totals that la tM o Mn t petals w or o daaiross of seeding im» » 
oation regarding Japanese traveling nadtioai tM Mid/ would M glad to 
manor their questions or aaosra offlsiol anaware for then* 11 appear* from 
tM records that WU» handled mat ofthis work althoagh tM re»wds da not 

if it. 




0a Aprl). 7* 2929# tM Mj df appointed a oomdttat to 

w4a«Uli| mU sKms yn litll dtflfcto 4 a t rfilfcttts isaaMM 

saalstjr t yp ^ f^ ed scsJSNf *»a ttis thsn OanaltiMl^ii s> 
to taadM y**f weak. xt wUAM satod Mat thereafter' tho so alatr mdo s 
anatan *f Mating all of tho Visiting /lynii l iny and naMl eflleewg gown- 

interest? 

Htaow waa iw prankneat and «Un an 
these waa on Mr 4# 1925. whan MUM waloem d 
of Uveatook ftr tho 

Tuieaa llwatoak farm and rendering plants la tM state of Kuhiagtoa 


anatom of seating ail of /apaaoao a my sd mad tffi 

mental offialAls. nUatt itii ont.'otmMfaF. sod 
MaMAs^s jdsntse p^l^f and ot h er p** of i] 

thooo wtsttsm wold ho *ttltiart -fwwrniW at a lmidMon* dMoao or 



./ A 


>■ fjS •*&'. 

W^r'r 

* *s * 

i.. 



r 


c 


On taroo too r 2, 192}, HuL Wi wm appeta1*4 wmffwxtw t of 
VlBU% ift nMiyUai hr tha Uii igd thl 


Jj| Um llrtfftft tf f> ftl l ft iV**^[ AMjtdMtt ttUftlfllllkl 
ta’fetar tent » will ta noted tar* feta lod tt y ootaoritad ta fetal 
ilM a* * Mr tar * oomidorafcl* l*n«ta of feU* and aoosrod a 
wi# feta 


Gn to o ta b t I3| 1926, tarn feta tatUfey appointed amfetar "wo Iot m 
lag tonalfefeaa* RQLO&N mi ro-tapotatad along with fete Japastat iwwi, 


te flitatafeur 12, 1W, UUUHH took two Jiponato rtnlng ongjaao**, 
vtooa bum war* not dUolaood la feta rooordo of feta ta tl tfe y> on t feour of 
Idi* aim* tad ladoaferioo of that typo in feta *Ufeo of MtahingtiKu 




On Ocfettar 8, 1928, feta tealofey «n4 feo fete offlooo fetan ta14 Ip 
HULOI povwoaUy la feta ttoyd floiUta*. SosfefeU, up feta** nta later, 
aouMat «* a mmum I i i II ii of feta_ta afefe£o Japan SoaUky tan* fe» Portland, 
Oregon, to * oaf or vdfehBMiflB of tood Collogo far feta p ar pooo of 
ootebliohlng a Wppon tealofey or ferfelaad* Afe a lafetr data fehlt Soolofcy 
wm ferwod and it will b« nofeod that Houriat iu alao utln in foming feta 
Japan Soelofcy of Vanoowvor, B.C, 


Afe a moMip teld m tenth 25, 1929, BDLOMT oferacgLy wgod feta 

tatMi 


teeloty feo fmfetr few* ta Japaa lp Amrlona aifelaota 


TVDPpflHMK Of 


by An 

y rt fffl-l.fHiff 1 -. IwlMvcsi %£w . 

■l 4 - ,i* kj- ?- t ■ K £* i ir' # ti . p-Y l .. , _ ■" l V 1 ‘ , .f ,,1 :> h ■ 1 i <♦' ■/ *Y \V ‘ ■' ■'. V ", **-, 

'<’■ ‘ -T ■ - '■ • ■ iV^v,*'pv^s ; ‘ ' ■ *'■• •’■•*•/•' ■ r ^r- *' ' V*'-' ■ '■ ? ‘ *• - vr -!■' '^"‘4 ■ j> %. 

Oa April 15, 1929, ftOOM wa* appointed a paid and — 


rartUir of feta auMlnfeta afe a notary of OJiOO a roar* Bo wm 
allofefeod a tadtafcfttefeallag H900 to tad w adwwfetaUf# priwfelas# Mb* 
phono and ran other lmltatttelo a* ta febntdife B o ooony fed tmUdlog 
root* 




Oa Jump 20> 1950, Ittnv al a notafai oufe od ttefe ta tad idtilld 
feta mofe irnnlntal p oop* * in feta Mtf tadtai tad 0 mm ta are*fehafe 
i ii iTM MM W oaaafea nitata of feta Twot grottos A*fe of lpaha* oa ta pataM 
pati tadjniUi of Japaa*** tUMMt '■ BQUD9K, *atatdtaB -ta' Ota wtafetaap 
taOta at loagfeh as fehi* oofejovfe and w*a Imfemttad hy ta* tahar mtatro of 
feta am life to * board feo ooanr* feta aid of Japaa** ml o fei o* fetawoctawfe feta 
tafeita and Chute* of dw marto ta Otaffe MOh a ohanpo la feta 1—Urafelcn 
lawn* 







*|WW> MTT* 




> 9 - 

>10 


On. «*fcdar JO, 19JJ, at « mm tine of «* w»Hn w riltw 
(whoa lnildromay it mo daaldwd oot Uap tow K«K*A»a*rommfc) HW . BB » 
to lfirlaod to* Jodelr ho had pUOil *11 Of tow Mm of 
(lnwni to tow fMto of Mn|l« an ito wlHi| UiW 

|B airload tout nan had tow a proMaad m d igof tow Maries 

Hj«ftt fmiinTMi hNA It m fff#1 attUV ni HilnM lMilMf 

in Jtootam Kaahingtaiu jBtottor otatad that WJUMM had * ramUbtm 
nang tho aammpor tlnm^r la tow atata of Vaahlngtm at Mag * rabid 
Royttblioan, a I mord t hrtar, mat a "Jupoaasa torn** 


wtrlsod ho bod knoon irsm for * mdar of |wn in novo 
eireloo int& dtp of *aotU* and in 02j*eU» HMMmlOB* and Bon 
hod alnys boon a "atony fiyaro ofaor o w ho wont." So too data* that in 
1937 «cm had boon lntoiot in a no it Gtyapia» ahQhlngiotig during * 
init<n of thu togtohtoN <#Mn roldgr **««*“i *y ahtadad a lapmwiitifiT tra 
of tho Taamtaiv* Onion* Art* tfeatu*. B|oU%«d totof minion RQtADf 
wan a loyal towdam hut & toy and auSuad «*• Mfvnutad m alnoat 
mnr tom that hod ham of aufaU a pwadnanco in thRoct ton pmra* BCUCSH 
had ham an tow 1 - <tt i aids* BP dated that ha Maaa&f mo n taydiiaan 
b«t that i R flw wT f ma wufly n^BOunt t that wtotog am dam by tow 

eoravnamt wttil l ma aniar tow Owwaratio itotototottoai that 
mold mat ntth Ma approval* 



■ v ■ 




din in hatuAf of toMO'dipdlidm Tortyv '^BBUpraSabM 
maUMy n iSH if *jfl f rt atWff rppinral 

an tow Jtomdtoinm 4iahd and mold tow KOaato mi.* 
In tow pod ftoutt had hom mtoOdtor Pm-dagmwsa but < 
b«U«vo Boton to bo fmlid oewadto aapram thorn opd 


f 


I 



the ttutidogton. Um Jten&or* & wwwj»p«r pabiiehed by the Sashing** 

$. 1%£, Issue siurxed a stay 

sfcUsfctng KOISHI Her #tt srtie&ft appearing in the "fiyafe«Bniiph*Yi**« N 
this article, estaxvdtag to the Hew Beale* "tried be oeusehatwd for 

Wf|j|^|i jfcfW^ag 4£m Wfl MMBfr 

ohttflfffiifl tJs# tnvUUnyBMM #f ^miH^ tt^ftjwsiH fcfr 

Um in ofdtar to t^ovido frmTt Ittoo fop aoldlaro 4*fttuio- 

soanel in the Sp&ene «m» It will he noted name is prwenUr**«#Ul*« 
in spckane, laebio£to*u 


rwwm 


« 9 > 


:t. 
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UKPgyHLUP?lD LKADat 


gwatf m mm 


At gpcHnne. ^hlngton. »Ul OOttfaat further investigation into 
the aativitieo of subject in instant ease with a view tenant ascertaining 
iwffiliiBt foots to warrant the writing of a oaatodial detention report 
on thin subject or developing any evidence of a violation of the regis¬ 
tration act by this subject in connection with Japanese setivlfciea. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 



97-1344 

100-55982 


f € 

3?e2t?ral (Bureau of iTtucsttgation 
United States (department of justice 
©aaijingtim, id. (2. 

August 11, 1942 


Special Agent in Charge 
Seattle, Washington 

Re: Ashley Elder Holden 
Perjury 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to your letter dated July 6, 1942, con- 
the above men tion ed subje ct, wherein you indicated that you 


tionec^subject, ' 

^He^^^^^Srjur 


as 

ry* 


Jr'lC' 


a witness in any possible 


obtained which would support 
it would seem most desirable 


ceming 

did not desire to use 
proceedings against Hd 

w* 

If admissible evidence can be 
a successful suit against this subject, 
to press prosecution against one who deliberately gives false testimony 
in a Federal Court. It ^note^that the letter of reference does not 
indicate that the matter^|HH^HH^te8tifying in such a trial and 
his future usefulness an informant has actually been 

discussed with him. In view of his close contact with Agents of your 
office, there seems to b e no reason why this matter should not be frankly 
discussed with^^mp and his opinion obtained in the matter. 

I^istheref ore desired that you consider discussing this 
matter with^H||^^Band that the entire situation be given further 
considerat^^^^^^ra. In the event that it is still your opinion that 
the use olB|H|| as a witness would be unwise, an effort should be 
made to detemffl^^f any other witnesses are available to testify to 
substantially the same information. 


The Bureau should, of course, be immediately advised in the 


premises. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

as 



Very truly yours. 











I 


r 


Seattle, Washington 
August 21, 1942 


Direstor 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B*C+ 

RSt ASHLEY ELDER HOLD® 

Perjury 

(Bureau files 97-1344, 100-55982) 

Dear Sir* 



to Bureau letter dated August 11, 1942, re¬ 
questing that^^^|Hpbe contacted with reference to the captioned 
subject. Furihe^rercrence is md^o Bureau letter dated August 13, 
1942, (58-634) instructing that^Hpis not to be contacted ae a con¬ 
fidential national defense infonnant pending oooplstiea -of investigation 
In a ease in which he is involved as a subject. In view of thd second 
letter the suggestions and instructions in Bureau letter of August 11, 
1942, are being disregarded. 




i 






Uogc 

natc 


!» 


In connection with HOLD®, it has been brought to the atj 

K thia office by that 

as forwarded newapapS^cHppinf^oi^he all 

ora and Representatives to Congress fron the state of Washington* 
to the Dies Cousdttee, Office of Kaval Intelligence, State Department, 
and to the Xsnlgratlon Service, ae well as to the Attorney tlraafil^ft-.y'/ 

.druidthUemc.'th* b».'^ei|Sgfcpte 

__ he considered to be the 

ASHLEY HOLDER. ABBA only reported this natter to. th*. : Seattle Field 
Division on Aug3^flR^942, at which tine he also stated that he had 
received replies from three Con gress m en end the Dies 
lng further Inforaatlon regarding HOLD® *3 activities 
presently attempting to eeaurs pemission of the 
obtain copies of the official court reporter** record o f HfltMBB tes- 
Jriffiony and also that of Special 
easeful he Intends^to publish this 
the Interested CcAgretaaen. In this 
passing thit be had also forwarded clippings 
strong letters to the aansglng editor of the Spofeesaan-Revlev, 
employer, requesting BGUU9P8 laasdiate dlssdssal. 




Special igeht^^HHH|of this office has been advised by 
Assistant 0* S. Attorney GERALD KILE, Seattle, that a copy of this tirene- 
scrlpt was furnished Senator BOSS T. BOMB of the state of Washington* 


/fo y offC slf 


*U.U .NrOUMAHCN CONTAiNEO 
HEREIN IS UNC4AS9JFIED . A 

date M/iffig by sfcflimm 





Diraotar 


a-21-w 


* 


-a* 


at the latter’* request and at that requeetU, S, Attorney 4* GHAHLB3 
DBK39IB and Hr. HXLS reviewed tba testimony aad oane to the conclusion 
that because of technical defects in tha impeaching question KOLOSS 
could not ha prosecuted for perjury on that Matter* 





The Seattle field Dfrieioa la c ontinuing the Investigation 
initiated in the report of Special Agent SHIHB^ftdated August 3, 
1942* at Seattle* Washington* sad will eubsit another report In the near 
future. 





rurtner rererenoe 
entitled •The Jt^n scoUty 


further reference 

this 

considerable 

three pears. 


be found in the reports 
• Seattle origin* bp 
eill be further noted that 
number of letters to the Bureau 


Very truly pours* 



J ■; 

BSO.UB 

100*10106 


H. B. PUSTCHBR 
Special Agent in Charge 


JOH/fJ EDGAR HOOVER 

Ol HECTOR 



97-1344 


f « 

.JFs&etal {Bureau of Jttuesttsaitmt 
United States department at JJustire 
3&aal? Inston, 0. <E. 

August 20, 1942 


Special Agent in Charge 
Seattle, Washington 

Rej ASHLEY ELDER HOLDEN 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J 
PERJURY 


Dear Sir: 




Reference is ra*de to the report of Special Agent 
Idated August 3, 1942, at Seattle, Washington. 




It is desired that in the future investigation conducted 
in this matter an effort be made to develop additional evidence 
concerning the false testimony of the subject during the trial 
of HUB This matter should be given continuous attention in 
order thatf it may be brought to a logical conclusion at an early 
date. 


Very truly yours, 





John Edgar Hoover 
Director 













JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
— - ■ fltflfCTQfl 



( « 

^federal Sursau of Inttpatigaf to»t 
lUnttefc States department of bustles 

SBaatrington, 0. C. 

97-1344 September 25, 1942 


Special Agent in Charge 
Seattle, Washington 



RE: ASHLEY ELDER HOLDEN 
PERJURY 


Dear Sir: 


The Bureau desires that it be advised as to 
the exact status of this case at the present time, 

Very truly yours, 



* 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



ALL information CONTAINED \ 
h£K£iN 13 UNCLASSIFIED ^ 

DATE Ilfl^f19 BY 

Loyalty “ y 

y 7 ^ 


' j ^ 




ddt 


Federal Bureau of lnmt;<atlon 

2 8 1942 

SEATTLt, WASHINGTON 











Seattle t Washington 
October 2, 1942. 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


RE: ASHLEY ELDER HOLDEN 
PERJURY 


Deer Sir: 

Reference is made to Bureau letter in the above en¬ 
titled case dated September 25* 1942* (97-1344) requesting 
to be advised as to the exact status of this case at the 
present time. 

The Bureau is informed that this case is assigned to 
an Agent for investigative attention and a report will be 



„ ' v. - v- 1 _ 

Very truly yours* 


H. B. FLETCHER 
Special Agent in Charge 


BSG.UB 

100-10186 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

m*No. 100-10186 


iwm No. 1 

THIS CASE ONISINATEO AT 5BATTL&, WASHINGTON 


REPORT MADE AT 

8«attle, Washington 

DATE WNtH MADE 

iVi/«C 

F 

rvRIODFOR 

a7TO M 

_ 10/29/A2 

REPORT MADE EY 

lrl e 

1 fvb 

TfTWE S 

character of case 


ASHOT NLDtiR HOLDEN 


PERJUBI 


SYNOPSIS'OF FACTS: 

A 


USA advisee no possible prosecution on perjury 
violation in view of tsohniosl difficulties in 
impeaching question. 


REFERENCEi 

DETAILSt 


Bureau file 97-1Bur 
Report of Special Agent 


C - 



8/11 and 8/20/42 a 
8/3/42, Seattle, 


JrlC- 


11 V r 


The writer oontacted Assistant United States Attorney GERALD HUB, 
who adv iapd that the trans cript of the subject*s testimony in the 
trial offlfllMMMflMD referred to in the reference report, 
had been WviewecTby hiiaftlf and by the United States Attorney, 

J. CHARLES DENNIS. A review of this transcript refl ects tha t in 
the Impeaching question asked of the subject at thoHBiBtftrial 
t&ejiSrd* "hitoty par lor** were 

MHAi testimony, the words '*Seir pirS* 



opinion that this difference caused a teohnlcol 
defect in the impeaching question whioh rendered a perjury prosecu¬ 
tion impossible. 

In view of the above declination of prosecution, no further investi¬ 
gation la being conducted. The lead set forth in the rafereno re¬ 
port at Spokane, Washington will not be covered* 


-CLOSED- 


APPROVED AN D 

FORWARDED: 


SPKCJA4. AdENT 

w cmawui 


DO NOT WRITE I H THESE VAClS 


/{W A/d/ffk 4 ~ 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 




5 Bureau 
1 USA, Seattle 
Ur" Seattle 


ALL 


NrCRMATION CONTAINED 


HER “IN IS UNCLASSIFIED ~ A 
DATIE BY SmfiL-mtfGr 

- — i 0^ 99 . tt 


ii \ GOVESfCiltNT PairtTrNC Off ICI-O - ?■—rPA* 
























CC-286 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



t t 

Sfc&cral bureau of Inueetigattan 
ItmtcD States department of Justice 
Maaljingtcm, 0. ©* 


Date: October 31, 1942 


To: SAC, Seattle 


From: J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject: ASHLEY ELDER HOLDEN 

PERJURY 


It is desired that you advise the Bureau the exact date a 
report may be expected in connection with this case. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED A 
DATE H/l5/3.g BY SpftftLW/j Q. 



- ftnlCtUJ L* lirtL **1^ J 

NOV 3 - 1942^ , 

,«■. t J t t r VV A pH / N ^ 













CC-285 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



Date: 



DUe&eral bureau of Inuestigation 
Mnitefc states department of Justice 
I0aat?mgion, 59. CL 


November 17, 1942 


To: 


SAC, Seattle 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject: ASHLEY ELDER HOLDEN 

PERJURY 


In your letter of October 2, 1942, you advised that this 
case is assigned and a report would be submitted in the very near 
future. 


To date this report has not been received and I should 
like to be furnished the exact date such a report may be expected. 



FCgy/lCTORY 



BUY 

IPPtlTEO 

ITAVtl 

lAVlNOf 

"bonds 

ANQ 

STAMPS 


all information CONTAINED 
HEREIN ^UNCLASSIFIED " 

DATE JjMffi BY ftEABtinl7& 













r 
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Seattle, Washington 
November 23, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


RE: ASHLEY ELDER HOLDEN 
PffiJURY 


Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated November 17, 
1942, Bureau file 97-1344, in the above aititled matter. 

A closing report was submitted in this case as of 
November 1, 1942, and In the event Bureau copies cannot be 
located, proper copies will be fhmished. 


tt 


Very truly yours. 


H. B. FLETCHER 
Special Agent in Charge 


HBFsblh 

100-10186 
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SPOkAN E,' Jan. !•—<*£ %ffc' 

*iiptirA. "Alb!, presidenj/Sf'Ihe 

'Athletic • Round Tpble, SpcKane « 
jfgWmafcinB' plub, and Aehtey Hoi, 
■t Jjffi*p5trticaf -writer 'for .the 
’SS di<es maii’^Re v i ew, filed -, llj»et 
WiiiMVWnirjor court, today-aeh- 
from Street 
“and%6/nlt> 'Publlqat,lonp, tse., 
§^r&haH$!e. appear! no In Pie 
Magaeln'e^;;;. - t * 

■ nrhi -'two eulte, eeheee. of the 
: "Buntf ea-/fpr 'Cohareee" cam pal BP 


which- the' Round 
when c6nghe.ee -Voted toTsHnd ite 
members upper, the .civil . 

retirement.- act; clte an .allele, 
which -appeared -In -Pic Magdzme 
December 82' under the eaptton, 
"they plotted; 'Bundlea for Con- 

' ° 'Atfal an d 'Holden/iiit^mpfti-;al-‘ 

■ iegediy ilbeloi/e utt?rari6e«thoee 
which referred fc Aibl'-ab an un-s 

' Amerlean’ eifiie'h" and '-hfpfdin.a* 

- "a p>l;of-the-Japanese;.. ' , 

■ - ***“-* ' 1 . T I ■ 
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id or Japan 
Pick House 


Lshley Holden, ^pdkane. political 
lame the speaker of' the state ■ honie-jm 
Jie, subject of .an expose in the;i)ec<$i?i 
ITsirfagaaine. The aiftlide rejates Holdente'tijjpj 
m' as ;a publicity man on behalf; of japihe^'C ?. 
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2 ~$pokaw 

Joseph Albi a,nj 
Holden Allege^I|io^|\^ere- 
: Defam ed by A rticle; 

j Suits against Pic magazine, totaling $500,000* wei?e fii^d in the 
superior court of Spokane coupty yesterday by^ Joseph^A . Albi, 
president of the^Spokane Athletic Round TaBIe c ana AsV 
l ^old ^T T r ptJiitt cal writer of The Spokesman-Review,, r 
This echo of the "Bundles forlj 
Congress" movement which swept if 
the nation last spring is the 
suit of an article published in Ihej 
December 22 issue of Pic m^a- 
ajine, In which Albi and Holfen 
were charged with having plotted 
4t Bundles for Congress' 1 in an at¬ 
tempt to "smear” that body* In 
a*, display of pictures Albi was 
bAnded as an "un-American dti- 
zOi /* while Holden was character- 
ml as a "pal of 1 the Japanese/ 1 
, ''he article further insinuated 
that "Thetr * previous affiliations 
are all the more Interesting by 
reason of their authorship of this 
campaign of vilification/* and men¬ 
tion is-made .of Albl’s appointment 
as acting ^consular- agent for the 
Italian government in' 1929 and 
Holden’s former membership In an 
j&jierlcan commercial organization 
known as the Japan society, which 
lie helped to organize 20 years ago. 

^ Article **F&Ue t Defamatory/* 

/ Branding the, Tar tide, which ^ 
given <the title of "America Li st'* 
in tb£,:iM0x..;of the magazine/ as 
ffalse, ilbelous and defamatory, 
with disregard for truth, 

decency and verity/ 1 both Albi 
and -!H6Iden filed complaints with 
County Clerk Trank frash, in which 
eachssceks to 'recover damages of 
^250,000,- together with costs. 

' F, j/jKcKevitt of the legal flfm 
of i 1 McKevttt Fraser 

ahi®g0^hen Chadwick of Se- 
national commander of 
■.fae^Anaerican Legion, joined in 
bringing.tbadiegaL action in-behalf 
;<>f Albi;/ while Holden ds repre¬ 
sented by X'ester.P. Edge of %he 
law firm, of Edge, Keith and De- 
Render. - 


Mom Magazi 
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without hny ampl^ 
ney Edge^. declared^ 
ments ^complained o&'Ji&tftetfM 
hcation are In my jud^Snfc® 
as no honest men Reserve krfcF 
courageous men w^uld pefMt' 
go unchallenged.'* * ■ 5W H 
In his ■complaint Albi ArtiffiS, oUf 

Tati th * Athleyc *<juaa 
Table has a membership ; or’‘feiii 
proiclmately 1000,jjomposbd “I* 
prominent business •' and ‘ 
slonal men in Spokan/- and 
throughout the naUoP,OfmVjffi 
he has been Its president 1 con tip. I 
uously for the last Tffi-, : years.^^ i 

Round Table History 1 Told.* / 
He me ml oped the ./uij-lovirit.na- 
ture ,of the organization* aimi ilk 
: activities, ■ #8?® 
reaches* moan con test* Viheteffae- 
cracker golf tournament 1 / aitti the 
5i miner Clrirl^tiiiaA ^eLrtles "jiEiilGir 

iters Tsawg 

letlc and benevolent 
weir ‘&s v Investing iargV-,&bM^£ 
ited States ww 


uiar the publicity 
nection with, "BundleV f 
gress" attr^ctedvlnkant ~ 
nnd favor throughout v th 
and that the movemkfit ii 
by the Athletic; Round^Tafe 
heralded far anfcwj&tf^a 

and patriotic sertfeef/f 
of commendation poun 4 
Round..'Table and Ytg H 
Jrian-Reyifewi lau&:^ 
their interest la thrmra 
fpbm ilts begliinlhg^s’^ 

Oda vte g" the tn o vemeiit; 
Jrrto/i nation-wide cru^ 
'jfubllc^attenUoiii^ 
t Ion * t to r finely anextentSt 
gre^re^aaled, ih& pension 
the-'senatelfvbUdljS 

for j Is on ^Februa^ 
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(Continued from page one,) 


and the house- voting 389 to 7 Cor 


|Thdtnas Burke, 3. D. Lowman, 
Seaitle pioneer, and other out¬ 
standing citizens of that city/ He 
has hot been a member of the 
^an nation since 1931, his coip- 
jlatnt alleges, at which time tW 
Japan Society included In its let; 
of officers such prominent Seattle 
citizens os K. J, Middleton, man¬ 
ager of the Blue Funnel Steam-*- 
ship line: H, B, Earling, railroad; 
vice president; A* F, Haines of the^ 
American Mail line; E, W.,Brown-j 
ell, banker; A, S, Eld ridge, Auto- 1 
mobile distributor; Dr, Herbert H, 
Go wen, university professo*; Re?-. 
|inald R Parsons, capitalist; 3. W. 
Spangler, banker; David. WTft-; 
comb, building owner, and others, 

- Both plaintiffs are Veterans o< 
the first World war, AJbi was a 
commissioned office in the armytir 
corps, while Holden served in th$ 
13th infantry. At present Albi isj 
commander of the civil air patrol 
in Spokane and a charter member 
of Spokane post No. 9 of the Amer¬ 
ican Legion, Holden, also a Le- 
giAinaire, has a minor son who.en- 
listfed In the army of the Un ted 


ance of the initial story oi the 
stunt was he assigned to write 
articles covering its growth and 
expansion, 

In Aibi's complaint It is recited 
that -in November, weeks previous 
to the appearance of the magazine, 
Hawksley, one of the defendants, 
advised certain members -of the 
Athletic Round Table that Pic 
would publish an article, the con¬ 
tents of which would result in a' 
large sale of the magazine because 
of the wide acquaintanceship of the 
plaintiff. 

'SThe members of the Athletic 
Roundtable protested to the said 
defendant against the publication 
of such an article," Aibi's com¬ 
plaint atMir-Jstating to lilm a t td 
to the other defendants ‘that if 
such an article were published the 
contents of the same, as outlined 
to said members by the Aid de¬ 
fendant Hawksley, would consti¬ 
tute libel and would result In un¬ 
justly damaging the good rep ita- 
tfpn of this plaintiff, 11 

Mussolini Drawn In- 

The article emphasized the ap¬ 
pointment In 2929 of Mbi as acting 
consular agent for the Italian gov¬ 
ernment "Serving in the capacity' 
mentioned, Albi thus became and 
remained the personal representa¬ 
tive of Benito Mussolini until July 
15, 1941," it was declared, 

"The fact of the matter Is that 
plaintiff's appointment as acting 
consular agent of Italy at Spo- 
for the state of Ida- 


iUbi was bom In Spokane and 
hasi practiced law here since 3916 
when he was admitted to the bar, 
Holden was born in Missouri, but 
. has Jived in the state of Washing- 
1 ton 41 years, seven of which have 
been in Spokane, 

Charge Statement False, 

Both Albi and Holden denounced 
as false and defamatory the state¬ 
ment In Pic tb which it was said 
that, "The long-time official agent 
of Benito Mussolini ^and the long¬ 
time friend of Japim must chuckle 
to.jthemsei ves as tftfty contemplat s 

ttJeir cleverness In enlisting a cei- 
slAerable part of the press of thp 
cotuntry In their campaign- Some 
gopd may come out of,it since we 
nota know bow our domestic 
pefl-ts in smear technique set about 
to kliseredlt? a ^parliamentary body/^ 
(iontending that r this and other 
statements in the .Pie article have 
derfimed them, tending to discredit 
thein before the public and to .hold 


kane, Wash,, 
ho and the eastern eountks of. 

_ » , J _ _ jji _n_. I 


secretary of state/' Albi declared 
liJ his complaint "In such offf :ial 
capacity he served without rem in- 
e ration/ 1 

Albi also contends that prior to 
the order of the President of the 
United States ordering the dosing, 
of all Italian consulates, he had re¬ 
signed his appointment and that 
such , resignation was given news- 
paper publicity- He also calls at¬ 
tention to an attempt by the pub¬ 
lishers of Pic magazine to blank¬ 
et the letters "un" before the 
fSbrd "American/' in certain copies, 
nut that many copies were sold 
un expurgated* 

Holden's -eompklnt mentions 
that in 1923, 20 years ago, he was 1 
chosen secretary of the Japan So¬ 
ciety of Seattle, an American or¬ 
ganization of prominent bankers, 
shipping men and capitalists, or¬ 
ganized to improve business and 
commercial connections and to pro¬ 
mote trade hrtwoui the United 
States and Japan, 
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Summary of toe "Grldiirn Banqu et " Press Club, Spokane 

Was hi ngt c n by _ _ 

I, Fort George bright, Washington. 


The Inland Empire Press Club, with clubrooms in the Spokane 
Hotel Building, W. 517 First Ave., Spokane, Wash., put on a 
socalled "Gridiron" on November E, 1942, which featured several 
stunts villifying the President and Mrs. Roosevelt. A 
number commissioned officers from Fort George yVright, 

Geiger Field, The Spokane Air Depot and other Bas&s and Posts 
were present, as well as several commissioned officers of 
the United States Navy. 



The language used was foul and obscene, and a great deal 
of unfavorable comment has been heard about this show, 
expecially since the magazine "Pic", December 22, 1942, 
published Street & Smith Publi cat’/ , New York, N. Y., 
an artip-Ye (see pp. 14-15) featuringlAshley Holden and 
Josep^^lbi. Holden took a prominent part in the Press Club 
"Gridiron", which served to emphasize the "Pic" article which 
accused Holden and Albi of "plotting" against Congress. 


printed 


Holden formerly w’S prominently identified with Japanese 
interests, end at present is employed as p writer by the 
Spokesman-Review, Albi, ^merican-born, «nd leader of a play 
ores ini. za ti on, "The Knights of the Athletic Round Table", 
is a practicing ettorney and was appointed Acting Consular 
Agent of the Italian Government on November 11, 1924, 
serving as such until Italian Consular o"fices were closed by 
Presidential order July 15, 1941. Friends or Holden and Albi 
state that they expect them to sue the magazine. 


The fact remains that the Inland Empire Press Club 1 
"Gridiron" not only was in exceedingly bad taste, but that 
in addition it unquestionably attacked the integrity and 
motives of the Commander-ln Chief of the United States 
Armed Forces, 
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Dle&eml Surest* of KnoeottsatUm 
United States department of 3J*wti« 
EHastiington, d. ©. 


Date: January 6, 1943 
To: SAC, Seattle 


Fi'oni: J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Eure&u oi Investigation 
Subject: ASHLEY ELDER HOLDEN; PERJURY 


JP' 



cap 


eference ismade to the closing report of Special Agent 
Seattle, dated November 1, 1942, in the above 

matter. 


It is noted that the reason given by the office of the United 
States Attorney for declining prosecution in the instant mattejMffa^the 
fact that the impeaching question asked of the subject at 
used the words n beauty parlor , 11 whereas the words "beer parior'^ere used 
in Special Agent^HHHjHfttestimony, A^houg^the exact wording of 
the questions aske^tn^ffiB^ct and Agent SHH|H is not known to the 
Bureau, it would not appear that the so-caSe^aerect is of such materi¬ 
ality as to be a valid basis of declining prosecution. 


P C 


It was undoubtedly understood by both the subject and! 
that the questions put to each referred to the proposed bill to~regulate 
"beauty parlors," inasmuch as a review of the file fails to show any mention 
of legislation regarding "beer parlors." It is suggested that there may 
have been an error made by the court reporter in preparing the transcrip¬ 
tion and that his original shcrthandnotesmayshow that the words "beauty 
parlor" were actually used in Agent testimony. This possibility 

should be examined by discussing the matterwith the court reporter who took 
the testimony. 




States Attorney if the investiMtionis 
Holden's testimony at thel^^^Bti 
susceptible to proof as such, ero^^rfc 


her, that'the transcript of the subject’s 


It is believed^^^ 

full testimony at theVBBRtrLal should be earefully reviewed to discover 
whether there are not*qusstflons other than the so-called defective question 
which would form the basis for a Perjury prosecution. You are instructed to 
oonduot the above investigation and to re-die cuss the case with the United 
States Attorney if the investi gation j. s productive. In view of the fact 

rial appears to hape been false ana 
fort should be mad«~ 

Buy to a successful prosecution. 



united 

*TAT*» 
iVINOB 
OH OB 


You 

matter. 


should, of course, keep the Bureau currently advised i-n^thi 1 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , ’ 
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Seattle, Washington 
January 19, 1943 


Director 

FBI 

Dear Sin He: ASKLET ELDER HOLDEN 

PEHJORT 

(Bureau file 97-1344) 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated January 6, 1943, on the above 
entitled case* 

IHe transcript of the subjectjstestinony in tbeflHHncaae as well as 
the testimony of Special Agenthas bee^reviewed again by 
United States Attorney J. CHARLE^fcMNISandAssistant United States Attorney 
GERALD HILE. The same decision has beon reached, that there was a fatal 
defect in the impeaching question. A re check of th^«ord^"beauty parlor" 
and "beer parlors* 1 has been made uith Special Agent JH^m^^and the court 
reporter and both advise that the court reporter's transcript was accurate. 


l/ic. 


i Reference is made to the Seattle letter to Bureau dated August 21, 1942, 
and it ia noted again that the United States Attorney's office at Seattle 
has exhibited a definite interest in this case. 





Ot^^sai^ 
upon the 'testimony 
to enter prosecution 
the oase entitled 
this matter was no 
advised the Seattle Field 



according tojtr.. d.J&e baaed solely 

Ur. DENNIS stated tha^ltwae not advisable 
witness. Inasmuch asfljm^ a subject in 
et alj Bribery* {Bureau file 58-634), 

'i that case the Bureau has previ ously 
Division not to again contact 



Jrl 




The Bureau*s attention is invited to the following recent information on 
HOLDEN. In the December 22, 1942, issue of "Pic” Magazine an article of two 
pages was devoted to HOLDER and his activities in this case. HOLDEN has begun 
a $$00,000.00 libel suit against the publishers, Ihe Washington Hew D ealer, 
local flam* faflfl also made an attack on HOLD EN f olloi 

"Pic" topic) 


ised lai 


on HOLD 
al Agent 

In view of Ur. DENNIS' 

lrl<- 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


e report oiapeca 
the instant case, 
closed. 


ly upon the information appearing In 
at Seattle dated August 3, 1942, in 
decision, this case is again being 
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Very txii$ yours, 

{/r 

H. B. FLETCHER 
SAC 

/ 






A2}Jexamination of the $35,000 so-called libel action filed 
“ 'against the New World by Ashley Holden, former secre¬ 
tary of the Seattle Japan Society, reveals that this-newspaper 
and the free non-commercial; progressive preps is confronted 
with’a fight -for its very- life,, > , O ly 

;^Hbiden> who adro'it^ouc charge -that,he w.op^tqcpromote 
trade - and commerce',with Japan white- themilit^ry; fascists 
of that ebuntry were plotting- the trbacheryi atrPgarl j^arbor, 
has not filed an ordinary, libel action. . , 

His suit asks the court 1 to appoint s reqeiypr, foe this news¬ 
paper, take it over an^kiB it,ju 1 f i, ■ 

Our attorneys-advise that i'niich a request is unprecedented 
in legal history. Reaction, it appear#, ha» found apewmethod 
to fight the progressive press. < r; -- 7 - 
.Although there is absolutelyino,precedent; fpr„such a-re¬ 
quest, attorneys also advise ms.that,there-is, qpilfhmg to pre¬ 
vent a superior court judge from.appointing aitemp.orary re¬ 
ceiver, turning over the newspaper to him, without giving us 
a chance to appear in court. 






V 


- ■ It will be recalled that four years ago a judge, also acting 
without precedent, made the arbitrary ruling that we were 
'.'not’a'hewspaper" and it was necessary for us to fight the 
case to the state supreme,court where we won a unanimous 
vet diet, 

, . ;I(, Holden and his friends are successful in' silencing the 
.K®V. JVbrid by this method, then every labor and progressive 
newspaper and publication Is in -jeopardy. 

;-;We-are going to figlft this flagrant .attempt,a^ap plying the 
S9g £0 publicationgi|qppbr^i'5'(^|h ^hesidentfe war program 
■ttarough every’courtdn the land.' ' 


1 f i| t; ^ going to take 'a lotofriftmey; ‘ WfeFfcre'Confident that 
^theneCessaty sum, which m'ay’rtin as'high as' $10:000, Will be 

.fni+ho/inimir fmm fVin rni11 t-i-l-O *• . /».> 



committee as the threat is 'not c'oiifiiied only to our: state. 

“Even before a solicitation of funds the iiowptbwS^corna 
Pension Union sentrin $50 to defend the New ^qH^gaihst 
thisdateEt, and mosl’seno^up, attack. . A- work&;m?i|p *Uake 
Washington Shipyard came into the‘office ilonday end .emp¬ 
tied his bill-fold—$35—with the request that the dollars be- 
used to‘defend the paper; ’ ” '• c '\- *•«?';• 
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i ,-jp3very organization and individual is now being given the 
opportunity and the invitation to make whatever contribui^" 
j they can to the Defense Fund. 

What responsible people think of the .divisive, anti-demo- 
cratic and reactionary activities of Holden was illustrated 
during the last days of the legislative session when £ motion 
toban him from the press table was supported by 35 mem¬ 
bers of the House.. - 

. ; ' ■ Sfep.* bon Undersijppd Of - King, who introduced the rfesolu- 
tipnV cfcaVged that ttoldfen m&lwspkper articles had insulted 
tHilt'body. The r arjticles were'certa&Uy designed to destroy, 
the faith of the people in their democratic institutions. Kvert 
‘ GOebbels could not-pep a, more poisonous tirade agaidst free 
legislatures than kolden’s vituperative screeds regularly pub¬ 
lished in the Spokane-Spokesman-Review under his by-line. 

At the same time, Holden was denounced on the floor of the 
senate by Senators M. T. .Neal-of King and Gerald Dixon of 
Tacoma. j, .r. 

-■ “ ■ r f 

This -is not the first time the legislature has been moved 
.to protest against the unscrupulous activities of Holden. A 
similar move to oust him from the press table was made in 
the 1939 session. ’ 

It was also in this session that a resolution asking for an 
argo against the shipment of scrap iron and oil to Ji 
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(aitraffic in death which Holden admits he once promoi 
died in committee in both the Itousejuid^Senate. . 

It is also revealing that R<?pq|foyJ. Kinnear <coiild^t 
defend Holden's articles. Rep, Kinnear opposed the-rela¬ 
tion of ouster on the grounds that it was too severe. iBut 
even Rep. Kinnear; said Ho%pvowed the legislature an apol- 

°gy- rV; ; - ■ . •*% 

; Rep. Kinnear also paid 'Jhis'mewspaper a complimentSby 
calling us “the most scurrilous newspaper -in the state*.’, be¬ 
cause it had exposed Holden’s .activities in the Seattle-Japah 
Society. Rep. Kinnear said these activities were “participated! 
in by the peQplq^f .th^state/’g , ul , - f, J 

I*et Rep., . Kinnear- and,-other apologists remember ,that ; J: 
these activities-were to “promote trade and commerce i^thi 
Japan.” i ■ "• -k' ■'*" 

This newspaper has/no apologies for.remembering What]||j 
that trade and commerce did.at Pearl Harbor. .. . 

Holden replied .to the'indignation of the legislature 
red-baiting attack on: his‘critics. 

* ijt- -it * ^ , , ( - r . ^ 

This man, who claims we have ruined his .future, care 
as a commentator, uses the red-baiting tactics of Hitler wi¬ 
the same enthusiasm- he/ once, showed - for the program d 
jforohito and Tojo.' . ' * ‘tit 

M No wonder he wants the New World silenced, x 
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^alatttSf w6iK'i8; i 8SH3& , '^a® 

S. that said Japanese <: had7S 

engaged in auchwbrk^XorJai 
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tie agent. tivcaf ^.tttit. 
Jll plainturiHolden)>«3 


Q au|t PlaJptur „(Ho%P»?rCi 
jKjenaeo as a government witi 
ifei^vewien^a: Jt^tagS# 
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